Personality of patients with pseudoseizures.
We studied personality features of 19 patients with pseudoseizures (PS) only. Scores on a personality inventory (MMPI) were compared with those of adults with generalized seizures and correlated to cognitive measures (Halstead-Reitan). Mean MMPI scores did not differ significantly, and no profile distinguished PS and epilepsy patients. MMPI abnormalities of PS patients were diverse and seldom characteristic of hysteria. Eight PS patients had cognitive impairment, two without MMPI evidence of personality disorder. These findings suggest that the etiology of pseudoseizures is multifactorial, involving different psychopathologies and sometimes cerebral dysfunction.